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THE female form has fascinated Namiko Chan Taka-
hashi for almost 30 years.

Since she was four, the artist, who specialises in
life-size — and frequently-nude — portraits, has been
painting the female form, because it is “more lyrical”. 

“It’s really beautiful how a small change in the line
of the female body — a tilt of the head, a gaze — can ex-
press so much grace,” the 33-year-old told TODAY at the
opening of her latest exhibition Meeting yesterday.

Chan won last year’s UOB Painting Of The Year
award with Charissa, a nude painting of a black woman.

For this exhibition,  Chan is showing 21 life-sized 
portraits and sketches of a dancer named Georgia. 

“I was praying for months — maybe a year even — for
a model to be presented to me to do this show,” said Chan.

“I had this idea, but no model. One day backstage
in the dressing rooms of the Nanyang Academy of Fine
Arts, the dance cohort was preparing for its graduation
show. It struck me that this lady (was) the special one.

“It’s the inner fire, the determination, the strength
… you can see her character showing through. I’m drawn
towards strong women because they’re so magnetic.”

But sketching and painting Georgia was challenging. 
“She came to my studio for six hours a day for a week.

It was very tough for her because (as a dancer) she’s used
to movement,” said Chan.

The self-professed feminist also hopes her artworks
will raise awareness on female rights. “I look out for is-
sues that women face — empowerment, for one,” said
Chan, who is married to local poet Aaron Lee, 35.

But back to the female form. The neck is her favourite
part. “You can tell a lot about
the strength women put into
everyday life from it.”

For one who appreciates
the beauty of the female form,
would she ever consider cos-
metic surgery?

“Definitely not, no way!” 
Meeting is on at the Jen-

dela Gallery, Esplanade until

33773366 TODAY • Tuesday • July 24, 2007

YYEESSTTEERRDDAAYY’’SS  SSOOLLUUTTIIOONN::
HHOOWW  TTOO  PPLLAAYY::
The rules are easy. Fill in the grid 
so that every row, every column,
and every 3x3 box contains the 
digits 1 through 9.

What are your views on 
Sudoku Plus? Email us at
pplluuss@@nneewwssttooddaayy..ccoomm..ssgg

COPYRIGHT UCLICK

DDIIFFFFIICCUULLTTYY  RRAATTIINNGG::  +++++

SUDOKUplus

www.gv.com.sg

1900 912 1234

BISHAN JUNCTION 8

TIONG BAHRU PLAZA

GRAND, GREAT WORLD MARINA SQUARE YISHUNVIVOCITY

JURONG POINT

PLAZA SINGAPURA

TAMPINES MALL

GV max

All movie rated PG unless otherwise stated, * No Free Passes, Session times are subject to change,
+ English Subtitles,  � ,  Per call chargeable, No refunds for uncollected tickets.

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX�

 12.10  3.20  6.30  9.40pm

BROKEN ENGLISH
 12.10  2.25  4.40

 6.55  9.10pm

THE EX|M18|Sexual References, DIE HARD 4.0| PG|Violence
& Some Coarse Language , TRANSFORMERS|PG|Action Violence,
HARRY POTTER & THE ORDER OF THE PHOENIX| PG|Some
Frightening Scenes, BROKEN ENGLISH|NC16|Brief Nudity,
VACANCY|NC16| Brief Nudity & Coarse Language, INVISIBLE
TARGET|PG|Some Violence, RISE: BLOOD HUNTER|M18|Some

Violence & Nudity, BLACK SHEEP|M18|Violence & Gore

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 10.00am  11.00  1.00  2.00  4.00
 5.00  7.00  8.00  9.00  10.00pm
TRANSFORMERS�  11.45am
2.40  5.45  8.50pm
INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
10.25am  1.05  3.55  6.50  9.40pm
VACANCY*�  10.45am  12.40
2.45  4.50  6.55  9.00pm
DIE HARD 4.0�  12.30  3.20
6.10pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 11.30am  12.15  2.30  3.20  5.35
 6.25  6.50  8.40  9.30pm
TRANSFORMERS�  12.05  3.10
 6.15  9.20pm
INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
1.30  4.15  7.00  9.45pm
VACANCY*�  12.55  2.55  4.55
 6.55  8.55pm
DIE HARD 4.0�  1.10  4.00
9.50pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 10.00am  11.00  11.30  12.00
1.00  2.00  2.30  3.00  4.00  5.00
 5.30  6.00  7.00  8.00  8.30  9.00
 10.00pm
TRANSFORMERS�  12.25  3.35
 6.40  9.50pm
INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
10.35am  1.15  4.05  6.55  9.45pm
VACANCY*�  11.10am  1.05
3.10  5.15  7.20  9.25pm
DIE HARD 4.0�  10.25am  1.05
 3.55  6.45  9.35pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 11.30am  1.00  2.30  3.30  4.00
5.30  6.30  7.00  8.30  9.30
10.00pm

TRANSFORMERS�  12.35  3.40
 6.45  9.50pm

INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
10.45am  1.25  4.10  6.55  9.40pm

VACANCY*�  11.15am  1.10
3.10  5.10  7.10  9.10pm

DIE HARD 4.0�  12.45pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 11.30am  12.00  1.00  2.00  2.30
 3.00  4.00  5.00  5.30  6.00  6.30
 7.00  8.00  8.30  9.00  9.30
10.00pm
TRANSFORMERS�  11.45am
2.50  5.55  9.00pm
RISE: BLOOD HUNTER*

12.15  2.35  4.55  7.15
 9.35pm
INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
1.05  3.55  6.45  9.35pm
VACANCY*�  11.00am  1.05
3.10  5.15  7.20  9.25pm
DIE HARD 4.0�  11.30am  1.10
 2.10  4.00  6.50  9.40pm

THE EX   11.50am

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 11.15am  12.25  2.25  3.35  5.35
 6.45  8.45  9.30  9.55pm

TRANSFORMERS�  11.45am
2.50  5.55  9.00pm

VACANCY*�  1.00  3.05  5.10
7.15  9.20pm

DIE HARD 4.0�  1.00  3.50
6.40pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 12.00  12.40  2.00  3.10  3.30
3.40  5.00  6.20  6.40  8.00  9.40pm

TRANSFORMERS�  12.20
3.25pm

TRANSFORMERS IN 2K
DIGITAL�   11.25am  2.30  5.35
 8.40pm

RISE: BLOOD HUNTER*
 11.20am  1.40  4.00

 6.20pm

INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
10.30am  1.20  4.10  7.00  9.50pm

VACANCY*�  10.25am  12.30
2.35  4.40  6.45pm

DIE HARD 4.0�  12.40pm

BLACK SHEEP*�  10.50am
12.55  3.00  5.05pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 11.00am  2.10  5.20pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX�

 11.00am  2.10  3.30  5.20  6.10
 6.40  8.30  9.20pm
TRANSFORMERS�  11.50am
 3.00pm
DIE HARD 4.0�  12.30  9.50pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 10.00am  11.30  12.30  1.00  2.30
 3.30  4.00  5.30  6.30  7.00  8.30
 9.30  10.00pm
TRANSFORMERS�  12.25  3.35
 6.40  9.45pm
INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
10.35am  1.15  4.05  6.55  9.50pm
DIE HARD 4.0�  12.55  3.45
6.35  9.25pm

HARRY POTTER & THE
ORDER OF THE PHOENIX*�

 11.00am  12.20  1.30  2.00  3.20
 4.30  5.00  6.20  6.50  7.30  8.00
 9.20  9.50pm
TRANSFORMERS�  12.25  3.35
 6.40  9.45pm
INVISIBLE TARGET�+ MAND
10.25am  1.05  3.55  6.45  9.35pm
VACANCY*�  12.40  2.45  4.50
 6.55  9.00pm
DIE HARD 4.0�  12.55  3.45
6.40  9.30pm
MY WIFE IS A GANGSTER
3�+ KOREAN & CANTONESE   11.15am
 1.40  4.15pm
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BEFORE directors make their
first cinematic feature, they
make short films that get their
first airing at Singapore Short
Cuts.

The annual short film 
festival, which is into its fourth
instalment this year, is where
budding directors get the 
opportunity to showcase their
works to a wider audience. 

Colin Gon and Woo Yen Yen
— the husband-and-wife team
who directed Singapore Dream-
ing — as well as Han Yew Kwang,
who made the comedy, 
Unarmed Combat, screened
their early works at Singapore
Short Cuts last year.

This year’s screenings will
be held every Saturday from
Aug 11 to Sept 1 at the National
Museum. 

One of the  highlights is Ah
Ma, which won a special men-
tion award at the Cannes film
festival in May. 

Other films include Sun
Koh’s Bedroom Dancing,
Kirsten Tan’s Fonzi, Boo Jun-
feng’s Katong Fugue, and Loo

Zihan’s Embryo.
Incidentally, Loo is the co-

director of Solos, Singapore’s
first gay film that is slated for
release in the later half of the
year. 

Audiences will also get to
interact with the film-makers, as
a discussion will follow each
screening.

This year’s festival will also
have a retrospective of the
works of Rajendra Gour, a pio-
neering independent film-maker
who was active in the 1960s
and 1970s.

The screenings are free,
and tickets are given out on a
first-come-first-served basis on
Mondays before each week-
end’s screening. Remaining 
tickets will be distributed at the
door on the day of each screen-
ing.

WHAT: 44TTHH  SSIINNGGAAPPOORREE  
SSHHOORRTT  CCUUTTSS
WHEN: AAUUGG  1111  TTOO  SSEEPPTT  11
WHERE: NNAATTIIOONNAALL  MMUUSSEEUUMM  
ADMISSION: FFRREEEE

Budding directors show their short films 
at Singapore Short Cuts next month

A SHORT
AT FAME

CCHHOOIICCEE  CCUUTT::
KKiirrsstteenn  TTaann’’ss  FFoonnzzii..

INADDITION
TTHHEE  RROOOOTT  OOFF  MMAARRGGEE’’SS  HHAAIIRR
Marge Simpson’s gravity-defying
blue beehive is a hybrid creation,
revealed the series’ creator, Matt
Groening revealed. 

The Simpsons matriarch’s im-
pressive hair was inspired by The
Bride of Frankenstein and by his
own mother’s hairdo from the 1960s,
Groening told The New York Times
Magazine in an interview. 

Marge, Homer and the rest of the
Springfield gang will make the leap
from TV to the big screen when The
Simpsons Movie opens in cinemas

here on Thursday. 
In the movie, the Oval Office is

occupied by Arnold Schwarzeneg-
ger. “We needed a president who’d
make people laugh,” Groening said. 

“Schwarzenegger was the obvi-
ous choice.” ——  AAPP

IINN  HHOONNOOUURR  OOFF  IIRRWWIINN  
The late “Crocodile Hunter”, Steve
Irwin, who was killed in a stingray
attack last year, will be honoured
with a new wildlife reserve in
Outback Australia, the government
announced on Sunday. 

A 333,585-acre piece of land near
Weipa in the far north of Irwin’s
home state of Queensland will be
named after him and managed by
his family.

The area includes habitats for
the endangered northern quoll, a
carnivorous marsupial, and the
speartooth shark, as well as a
gallery of dry vine forests.

Irwin spent part of the money he
earned from his TV show on animal-
conservation projects. His family
vowed to continue his conservation
work. ——  AAPP

PORTRAITS OF A DANCER
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AANN  EEYYEE  FFOORR  BBEEAAUUTTYY::
NNaammiikkoo  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ppaaiinntt--

iinngg  tthhee  ffeemmaallee  ffoorrmm
ssiinnccee  sshhee  wwaass  ffoouurr..


